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498 PROCEEDINGS OP SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Can you inform me what is the use of the comb-like formation on 
the inside of the middle claw of the Night-heron, the Night-hawk, and 
Whippoorwill? Is it peculiar to night birds ? I find it on those men- 
tioned, and have not noticed it on any bird of the day that I have 
shot, or is in my collection. — Baldwin Coolidge, Lawrence. 

We referred these questions to Dr. T. M. Brewer, who thus writes : 
I have shown your letter to Mr. G. A. Boardman, and have secured a 
very satisfactory explanation from him of the purpose and use of the 
"formation" in question. It is used by the birds to clean their heads, 
and such portions of their neck, back, etc., as they cannot reach with 
their bills. He often finds them containing feathers, down, dead 
skin, etc. 

H. W., Massachusetts.— The Fern, from Genesee, N. Y., you en- 
close, is apparently nothing but a poor specimen of Aspleniurn thelyp- 
teroides Michaux. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

' American Association foe the Advancement of Science. — 
Natural History Section. Burlington, Vt., August 21-26, 1867. 
"Considerations relating to the Climate of the Glacial Epoch in North 
America," by Professor E. Hungerford. The special object of this pa- 
per was to discuss the growth and the climatic influence of such an 
accumulation of snow and ice as the • glacial hypothesis supposes to 
have once existed. 

The author called attention to the extremely broken condition of 
the northern border of the continent, and to the probable effect of a 
local elevation of that region above its present level, in lowering the 
snow line by a depression of the summer temperature. A large ex- 
tension of the area of perennial snow would result from this. But 
every one hundred feet of snowy accumulation would be more than 
equivalent in climatic effect to a hundred feet of continental elevation, 
owing to the peculiar nature of a snowy surface. Every such addi- 
tional accumulation would depress the summer temperature still 
farther, and give further extension to the area of perennial snow. 
This process would go forward until some great reactionary cause is 
introduced. ' We should thus have a great snow and ice plateau, cov- 
ering the northern portions of the continent, without resorting to a 
very extended upward movement of the continental mass. 



